
Principal Mícheál 
Ó Draighneáin 

and Parish Priest 
Fr. Declan 
Mansfield 

consulting the 
demolition team 
clearing the site 

for our new 
extension!

(More on pages 
4 and 5)

All Aboard!

Ballinora( is( synonymous ( with( the(

West( Cork( railway( .( Our( senior(

pupils(embarked(on(a(major(history(

project(to(discover(the(magic(of(the(

railway( in( these( parts.( Their( work(

introduced( them( to( a ( wealth( of(

historical (material,(principally(at(the(

home( of( Dan( and( ABracta ( Kent,(

which(is (built(on(the (site (of(the (then(

Waterfall ( StaEon.( We ( welcomed(

many(interested(local (residents(who(

called( to( view( the ( project,( which(

was( a( prize( winner( at( the( Cork(

Schools’(History(Awards.(

Scealta Scoile!
Meitheamh 2014

Bye, Bye Prefabs!

Nollaig 2017

Scoil Bhailenóra, 

Waterfall, Cork. 

Tel: 021-4871664     

E-Mail: eolas@ballinorans.ie 

Twitter: @SBNORA

Keep up to date with all the 

latest news and 

information on our school 

website.

Ballinorans.ie or scan the QR 

code using a smart phone.

Pantomime / Geamaireacht
Bhain ár naíonáin mórán sult as 

“Panto” na Nollag le déanaí! In addition to our food collection in aid of the Soc. Of St. Vincent de Paul 

and our Simon Santa Claus envelope fundraiser, pupils in rang a sé

 gathered items for “Christmas Boxes”, which were donated to the Cork 

Penny Dinners charity. Buíochas le h-éinne a chabhraigh i mbliana.

Lámh Cúnta Um Nollag...

We’ve had another 
wonderful time 
preparing for 

Christmas in Scoil 
Bhailenóra.

The season began with 
a beautiful Carol 
Ceremony in the 

church, followed by 
our annual Seó 
Nollag, Isaiah’s 

Message was another 
spectacular success 
and a tribute to the 
work of so many. In 
between, we sung 

Carols for our friends 
in Marymount 

Hospice and Norwood 
Grange Care Home 
and even welcomed 
Daidí na Nollag to 
the school! Santa, 

bhíomar go léir thar 
bárr i mbliana agus tá 
féiríní iontacha tuillte 

againn!

Nollaig 2017
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I am delighted to publish this, our eighth edition of 
“Scéalta Scoile”. I hope it conveys some of the wonderful 
work and happenings in this school that we are all so 
proud of. 

We congratulate all in the school community who have 
worked so well in 2017. We can reflect on another year of 
endeavour and achievement with great satisfaction. 
However, while we had many reasons to smile, we also 
remember those among us who suffered due to illness 
or loss. Go dtuga Dia suaimhneas daoibh sa bhliain atá 
romhainn.

A word of thanks to the many local organisations and groups 
who support and enhance the work of the school in so many 
ways. Is mór dúinn bhúr dtacaíocht agus go maire sé i bhfad.

Ar deireadh, guímíd Beannachtaí na Nollag oraibh uilig. 
Bíodh Nollaig shuairc shona  agaibh agus go gcasaimís ar a 
chéile arís san athbhliain.

Mícheál Ó Draighneáin

Our newest arrivals enjoyed a great first term ar scoil! 
Tús maith!....

Súil Siar

Staff / Foireann na Scoile

Ré Nua – The Next Generation! 

Parents’ Assocation / Cumann na dTuistí
As always, the PA hit the ground running with a busy but 

eventful start to the school year. The AGM saw the 
establishment of a wider committee to help the executive. 

This has worked very well so far, with more parents becoming 
involved- ní neart go cur le chéile ! The children got to work 

on the ever popular Christmas Card fundraiser, while the very 
successful birthday calendars were again produced and are 
now on sale for  10 euro from Ursula in the office. Parent’s 
donated very generously to our Christmas Hamper Appeal 
which ensured our Christmas hamper raffle  during Seó na 

Nollaig was as successful as ever. Other fundraisers included a  
cake sale on December 1st, to get us all in the festive mood ! A 
special thanks to Deirdre Buckley and to Cáit O’ Riordan who 

organised the cake sale and to Gail Hegarty and Sinéad Guiney, 
who worked hard on editing the Christmas calendars. It is 

great to see the fruits of our work . A number of board games 
were purchased for each class for those wet –day  lunch breaks 

and I’m sure everyone will agree that the school is looking 
particularly festive this year with the purchase of new 

Christmas decorations. 
As always, we are forever grateful to all parents who give up 

their time to support us and to give  a helping hand . We look 
forward to your continuing support in 2018. 

Wishing you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas. 

Ballinora Parents’ Association 
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Our new Green Schools Committee for 2017 is up and 
running. Last year we were awarded our fourth flag for 
meeting the Travel requirements. This year we are working 
to meet the Biodiversity targets. Over the next two years we 
will be devising a new action plan, conducting environmen-
tal reviews and creating a new Green Code, amongst other 
measures. 

The Biodiversity element looks at steps which can be taken to 
increase awareness of the importance of native plants, animals 
and habitats, and to increase species-richness in a locality.

However, it is important to maintain the work carried out for 
the four green flags we already have: Waste, Water, Energy 
and Travel. Therefore we would like to encourage everyone 
to continue to ‘Bring A Friend On Friday’, which we received 
a reward for last year. We would also like to remind pupils to 
bring home waste from lunches, to turn off taps, lights and 
whiteboards after use and to conserve heat by closing doors.

Active Schools Week

Dodgeball challenge

Green Schools  /Tionscnamh na  Scoileanna Glasa

Green Schools Committee Members 2017

The high point of Active Schools Week was the Staff V Pupils 
Dodgeball Challenge! This was a keenly contested affair which 
required strong refereeing! The staff claimed victory, ach ní 
fios!!
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In addition to our after-school classes in music, speech and drama, 

art and dress-making, a number of pupils now attend piano classes in 

the school, delivered by  Cork County School of Music. CCSM hope 

to offer lessons in other instruments in the school also, depending on 

demand. Enquiries/booking information available at www.ccsm.ie

Rang 5 have embraced the JEP programme with great 

enthusiasm and hope to stage a product launch in 

early January. Watch out for our budding 

entrepreneurs’ “For the love of GAA” production

 coming soon!

Congratulations to Conor Morey and  to Colin Doyle who 

represented Ireland at the European Youth Olympics in 

Hungary, at the Schools Internationals, where they 

medalled, and at the  European Junior Club Championships 

in Portugal. Conor and Colin started their athletic careers 

in Ballinora and we are tremendously proud of both. Maith 

sibh, lads!

Past-Pupil s Doing us Proud! / Éachtanna ár n-Iar Scoláirí

Denis O’ Callaghan-Maher, Louise and Laura Clarke 

brought great joy to a captive audience at City Hall, when 

playing with Cork Youth Orchestra last weekend. All made 

magnificent music and thrilled the audience. 

Muireann Forde, whose winning entry in the Cork Mental 

Health competition earned an i-pad for use in the school, as 

well as one for herself! Comhgháirdeas agus buíochas leat, a 

Mhuireann!

Welcome, Cork County School of Music!

Junior Entrepreneur Programme

CCSM tutor, Marie Fogarty working her 
piano magic in Ballinora.

Denis O’Callaghan-Maher with CYO 
Musical Director, Tomås McCarthy
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Oíche Shamhna 2017!

Rang 4/5 hosted

 Peig Mehigan, 

who told many an 

interesting story 

about life in our 

school in yesteryear!

We took delivery of a great array of board games, 

playing cards, quizzes etc. courtesy of our Parents’ 

Assoc. and Mary’s Toymaster, Ballincollig. 

Míle buíochas!

Cork Schools History Project – 

Fadó, fadó!Lunchtime Games for Wet Days
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Our lunchtime runners put their new 

found stamina to good effect in 

Macroom and “ran away” with 

 heaps of prizes! Bravo, a pháistí!

Ballinora GAA, whose teams are 
winning everything in sight, including 
the U12 hurling league and the U13 
County Hurling league. The U14s won  
the Cork Football Féile title, the Cork 
West Hurling Cship, the West hurling 
league and East Football Championship. 
The club’s u16s won the  East Football 
Championship and League and both 
U14 and U16 teams  were due to contest 
County league before this 
newsletter went to print!

West Muskerry Cross Country / Tras Tíre

Put your hands together for...

U 14 Champions
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Cómhgháirdeas lenár bpeileadóirí (Cailíní 

agus buachaillí)a bhí páirteach i gcomórtas 

Sciath na Scol. While the finals eluded us 

this year, we learned much and improved 

as players. We look forward to the hurling 

and camogie competitions later in the year. 

Maith sibh a pháistí!

Iomáint / Hurling
Hurling skills classes ran until November but a number were cancelled due to bad weather. We thank Dave 
and his trusty band of volunteers and hope for better weather after Easter. Idir an dá linn, bígí a’ cleachtadh, 
a pháistí! 

Cluichí Gaelach

Cúrsaí Eolaíochta / Science Matters!

It has been an exciting first term for our Science Club! 
Children from 4th, 5th and 6th classes worked on the 
research, design and presentation of projects for the 
Intel Mini Scientist competition. Well done to all involved. 
Children from 3rd class designed and made  windmills and 
floating gardens for farmers whose land is flooded, due to 
climate change.

Additionally, six children from rang a sé and rang a cúig 
represented our school at the Life Time Lab Primary Science 
Quiz. Both teams did 
extremely well with the 6th 
class team losing out by one 
point in a tense tie–break 
round, held in UCC.

Science Week also saw great 
activities take place with the 
help of many welcome 

visitors!
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Both classes participated in lovely 

ceremonies this term and look forward 

to their big day in 2018. Rath Dé ar ár 

ndaltaí uilig.

We filled a large van to capacity with 

unwanted clothing/textiles etc. and 

shaved €900 off our building debt. 

Is mór dúinn bhúr dtacaíocht!

Dr. Brian, 

Dr. Clare and 

baby Nina visited 

Ms. Hourihan’s 

pupils to tell all 

about their jobs, 

working as doctors.

Ms. Jordana O’ Donnell was presented with 
a shiny new guitar by parents, staff and BoM 

during a Mass marking her last day in 
Ballinora. 

Cómhneartú & Commaoineach/  Confirmation & Communion

Clothes Collection / 
Bailiúchán Éadaigh

Go dté tú slán, 
a mhúinteoir …

Cuairteoirí / Visitors
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