
SCEALTA SCOILE
Meitheamh 2016

It’s built! Our new extension is completed at last and is 
hosting four classes since our return after Easter. Reaction has been 
overwhelmingly positive from the school community and all who 
are based there are extremely pleased with their experience to date. 
The extension was opened for viewing to the wider community
recently, and welcomed many past-pupils who marvelled at the 
facilities available to the current generation of pupils. The pride 
which the local community takes in the school was very evident 

Our Building Project  /  Tionscnamh Tógála  
and so encouraging for all who work in so many ways to make 
the school the place that it is.
 Heartfelt thanks to all who contributed to our 
fundraising efforts. These will allow significant improvement 
works take place in the original building over the summer 
holidays, which are necessary and long overdue. We look 
forward to our return in September and to an “all building 
works completed” status!  Ní fada uainn ár gceann scríbe!

Sponsorship / Urraíocht

Scéalta Scoile costs approx. €500 to 

produce. If you or your company wish 

to sponsor an edition please contact the 

school. Thank you. 

Enrolment 2016/2017

The school has a limited number of 

places available in selected classes.  

For enquiries please contact 4871664 or 

eolas@ballinorans.ie

Slán le 
Ranganna a Sé! 

All good things must come to 
an end and this year we bid 
farewell to one of the largest
groups that our school has 
ever accommodated. 
Numbering forty-seven in 
total, ranganna a sé leave a 
legacy that is  impressive. 
Enthusiastic, energetic, committed and talented, this crew blazed a trail through the 
school for eight years, which made it a better place. Both classes can point to curricular 
and other achievements across  a wide spectrum of interests and activities which would 
be the envy of others and which are to their great credit. The entire community here 
will be sad to say “slán” to a fine group of young men and ladies who did us proud and 
who did us good. The teenage years and all the adventures that they bring, await 
however and we wish each and every one fair wind on their journey. Gura fada buan 
sibh, a cháirde agus go dtuga Dia neart agus sláinte daoibh sna blianta atá romhaibh!     

Scoil Bhailenóra, 
Waterfall, Cork. 

Tel: 021-4871664     
E-Mail: eolas@ballinorans.ie 

Twitter: @SBNORA

Keep up to date with all the 
latest news and 

information on our school 
website.

Ballinorans.ie or scan the QR 
code using a smart phone.
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    I’ve heard it said that for parents of young children, “the days pass slowly but  
    the years fly by”. By extension, the same might be said of our children’s time in  
    primary school. Whilst visiting our junior infant classes of late, it occurred  
    to me that their first year in our school had  indeed flown by and that they had  
    shed their “new pupil” skins in a very short space of time. Just as well then that  
    so much has been achieved in the school year that’s entering its last days.

Each and every class can be very happy with a year in school which featured notable highlights for all, along the 
way. Be it that trip  to City Hall, that item for Seó na Nollag, the project which was proudly shown to Mam & Dad 
or perhaps one of our 1916 commemorative events, the year saw much valuable learning take place inside and 
outside our classrooms. This edition of Scéalta Scoile tries to capture just some, with a promise to include other 
highlights in future editions.

The writer has grown accustomed to making reference to our building project in these pages and indeed to devot-
ing space to drawings and pictures of construction work etc. Thankfully, our extension is complete at last, mind 
you, without ever giving us the feeling that the project was flying by! In any case, the sound of men at work has 
given way to the welcome chatter and laughter of children. The older building which has served us so well, will also 
benefit from some overdue TLC during the summer holidays which should equip it to see another generation and 
more, of pupils through its corridors.

Parents of our departing ranganna a sé will need no reminders of the passage of time. These fine young men and 
young ladies have clocked up eight years “mileage” in seemingly record time and notched up numerous highlights 
on their journey through Scoil Bhailenóra. We thank them for all they have contributed to our school from their 
first days in 2007 when they arrived as páistí beaga! Nach iontach an saol é. Guímíd gach ádh orthu agus iad a’ 
tabhairt aghaidh ar an mhéan scoil. Go dté sibh slán, a cháirde agus go ndéanfaidh sibh éacht ‘s gaisce sna blianta 
atá romhaibh.

To all, idir óg agus “not so óg” who give of their best to make this place what it is, thank you. 
Our combined efforts make this a school that we can all be proud of. Bíodh sos breá fada sonasach 
againn uilig and please God, let it not fly by!

     Mícheál 

Súil Siar

Health Promotion
Scoil Bhailenóra has been an active Health Promoting School for over 10 years. The impact of this health 
promotion is best illustrated by the lunches that our pupils bring to school. The amount of sugar in all of 
our diets is constantly covered in the media and parents in this school have to be congratulated for 
diligently reducing the amount of sugar that the children consume each day. Water and milk are the norm 
where drinks are concerned and there is much less of the processed sugary products to be seen in 
lunchboxes. 
 This year it has been lovely to see the children respond so enthusiastically to our efforts to 
promote courtesy throughout the school – in fact Junior Infants were the first winners of our new 
Courtesy Cup, while Senior Infants, Ist and 2nd/3rd class weren’t far behind!  Well done to all. 
 We are also continuing our sun protection initiative of the past few years by reminding children 
of the need to be “Sun Safe”. This includes using sun lotion - even on cloudy days, wearing a sun hat and 
t-shirt, staying in the shade between 11am and 3pm when possible and drinking lots of water. We have 
made sun hats available to all in the school and many of the children are now to be seen wearing 
the red “legionnaire” or wide-brimmed hats to complement their red polo-shirts! 
 Congratulations to all our parents and children alike for their wonderful support and 
co-operation with our health promotion measures. 
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Green Schools  / Tionscnamh na Scoileanna Glasa

Seachtain na Gaeilge 

Ba mhór an craic a bhí again i mbliana le linn Seachtain na Gaeilge! 
Bhain na páistí lán sult agus sásamh as bheith ag foghlaim rinncí 
Gaelach ar nós “Ballaí Luimní” agus “Ionsaí na h-Ínse” roimh an Céilí 
Mór a bhí againn sa halla. Sheinn agus chas mórán daltaí amhráin 
álainn ag an gCeolchoim a thárla, gan trácht ar an “Bingó as Gaeilge” 
a d’eagraíodh sna ranganna!

The events of Easter 1916 were 
commemorated by all in the school 

this term. A number of events 
including a flag raising ceremony, our 

“Re-Imagining the 
Proclamation” readings, a poetry 

reading and a commemorative Mass 
were held. Senior pupils and staff also 

learned much from Daniel Breen, 
curator of Cork Public Museum, who 

delivered a talk focussed on the 
happenings in Cork during the 
Easter Rising. Bhaineamar uilig 

lán sásamh as na h-imeachtaí a thit 
amach mar chuid den chomóradh. 

Credit Union Quiz 

Bishopstown Credit Union organise an 

annual quiz for local schools and our senior 

team pulled off a win in 2016! 

Cómhghairdeas leis na páistí agus na 

múinteoirí a d’ullmhaigh iad.

This year our Green Schools Committee 
members led the way in our efforts to 
retain our three existing Green Flags for 
Waste, Energy and Water. Monthly 
committee meetings and regular action 
days were held throughout the year.

 In April we joined forces with 
the local Tidy Towns Committee to take 
part in National Spring Clean Month. 
Committeemembers held a Spring Clean 
in and around the school grounds and 
played their part in keeping Ballinora 
litter free.
 The committee  have also set 
their sights on Scoil Bhailenóra’s fourth 

green flag. The Travel Flag is awarded to 
schools who increase the number of 
pupils walking, cycling, carpooling or 
using public transport by promoting 
awareness around road safety and 
sustainable travel. To date, we have held 
a Road Safety AwarenessWeek, Travel 
Workshops and a very successful 
Carpooling initiative known as ‘Bring a 
Friend on Friday’. We are excited about 
continuing on our journey toward Travel 
Flag Status next year. Watch this Green 
Space!!!!

1916 Commemoration / Comóradh Éirí Amach 1916
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Confirmation & First Communion / 
Commaoineach & Cómhneartú

This year’s Confirmation and Communion ceremonies were beautiful occasions, 
which will live long in the memories of children and all associated with them.  
Special thanks to all who worked so hard during the year, including the class 

teachers, Fr. Declan, the Parents’ Steering Committee who organised the Do This In 
Memory Masses for Communion children and to all those who assisted with the 

receptions in the halla after the ceremonies. Nár laga Dia sibh. Guimíd rath Dé ar ár 
ndaltaí agus ar a gcuid saothar. 

Religious Occasions /
 Cúrsaí Creidimh 

Pupils from Rang 1-6 take responsibility for 
organising the liturgy for one Mass per year, 

centred around Church Feast days and 
important school events. The Masses are 

very enjoyable occasions and allow pupils 
to use their God-given talents to bring all 

present closer to Him.  

Robotics 
Rang 5 built on the success of last year’s participation in the 

VEX Robotics event and did us proud at the finals. Developed 
with the aim of furthering children’s experience in the science, 
technology, engineering and maths subjects, the programme 

saw twenty pupils voluntarily commit after-school time to 
enhancing their skills in robot design, driving the 

“BallinoRobot”, in the completion of an engineering project and 
in their presentation and public speaking. With all of that done, 

they squared up against numbers of local schools and didn’t 
come up short! Well worth it, wouldn’t you say?  

Science Club / 
An Cumann Eolaíochta 

Ms. Mc Carthy set up the school’s first Science 
Club this year. Participating children met in her 
room after school on a weekly basis and enjoyed 
a marvellous series of activities and experiments 
centred on areas such as:  
➢ Mini explosions!
➢ Creeping colours
➢ Designing parachutes and kites
➢ Measuring lung capacity
➢ Designing a fair test
➢ Exploring pH

“Engineering In A Box” 
This  programme is  designed to promote the 

involvement of children and of girls in 
particular, in the STEM subjects  (science, 

technology, engineering, maths) and arts  and 
facilitates the collaboration of teachers and 

those working in industry  in the delivery of 
engaging lessons The pupils of rang a ceathar 

have benefitted hugely from the combined 
efforts  of their teacher, Anne Mc Carthy and 

Emma Hanley (UCC PHD student) in this 
regard.  During this time,  Emma and Anne 
delivered  10 exciting engineering lessons. 
Sincere thanks  to Órla Murphy and to and 

Boston Scientific who generously  sponsored 
our involvement in the programme and who 
kindly hosted Anne’s class at their plant on 

Model Farm Road. 
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Our school recognised the outstanding accomplishments of two of 
our past-pupils recently. Órla Murphy and John Poland, gave staff 
and pupils reason to celebrate two very contrasting but equally 
impressive achievements. 

 John Poland’s meteoric rise as a scrum-half saw him 
selected to don the green of Ireland for his country’s U-20 6 
Nations campaign recently. Having already been capped at U-19 
level, the affable former out-half began a career with Munster 
Rugby at its academy in 2015 and looks well placed to make the 
grade at provincial and representative level.
 John was treated to a warm and enthusiastic reception 
from the school community on his return to Ballinora and 
following a presentation, met with the school’s hurling and 
camogie teams, who were keen to take on board any advice which 
the elite level player could offer, in advance of their own upcoming 
Sciath na Scol finals. John’s exploits on the sporting fields were 
recalled by staff-members, who noted that his talents with a hurley 
and gaelic football, in addition to his lightning speed, were 
exploited to the full by the school’s GAA and athletics coaches!
 Addressing pupils at the welcoming ceremony, John 
encouraged all pupils to combine hard work with dreams, to listen 
to the advice of teachers and coaches and to embrace whatever 
opportunities which came their way. In a generous and touching 
gesture, he also presented his Ireland 6 Nations jersey to his 
former school.

 Órla Murphy scooped the IET Young Woman Engineer 
of the Year award at a ceremony in London last year. 
 Órla’s job as an acoustic and audio engineer at 

Éacht ár n-Iar
 Scoláirí /

Our Past Pupils’ 
Exploits   

Jaguar-Land Rover sees her tasked with improving the vehicles’ 
listening experience. The position allows her to pursue her passion 
for music and engineering, or “problem solving” as described by 
her to pupils, during her recent return to the school.
 Having grown up playing in orchestras, when it came to 
thinking about her future career she was torn between studying a 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths) subject at 
university or focusing on becoming a professional musician. 
“While I was looking into both avenues I came across a course 
where the first year was a third physics, a third maths and a third 
music,” she says. “It was all the things I liked and straight away I 
knew it was perfect for me!”
 Órla returned to Scoil Bhailenóra in April and addressed 
pupils and staff. Her engaging and entertaining presentation 
highlighted the possibilities which her chosen career has for 
solving all manner of problems. She touched on some of the work 
which she does in Jaguar- Land Rover vehicles and captivated all 
with her passion for her career. She thrilled her audience with 
some video clips of the results of her work and even gave a hint of 
what we can expect to see in the cars of the future! The barrage of 
questions from pupils and staff afterwards spoke volumes as to the 
impact of her visit. 
 Órla was instrumental in our school’s inclusion in the 
STEAM education “Engineering In A Box” initiative, in 
collaboration with UCC., featured below.
 Our school and community can be tremendously proud 
of Órla & John and of their respective successes. They are an 
inspiration to all and proof positive of the potential for anyone 
with a “can do” attitude. Éacht ‘s gaisce! 

Visitors /
 Cuairteoirí 

We welcomed numerous visitors 
to our school this year. Junior 
Infants learned all about the 

work of a dentist when Jackie 
Dineen dropped in! We also 

enjoyed many workshops 
including the Maths Bus and 

Lego Learn-IT.
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Sports Night / Oíche Spóirt

Our seventh annual Oíche Spóirt  was a most 
entertaining affair with good weather, good grub and 

good craic sending all home happy! From pre-schoolers 
to “old” schoolers, everyone joined in and enjoyed the 

various events. Buíochas le Ballinora Red-Cross, le CLG 
Bhailenóra, lenár TY iar-scoláirí, le tusití agus leis an 

bhfoireann a d’eagraigh agus a chabhraigh. 

Athletics / Lúthcleasaíocht 
Our 2016 squad began their customary early-morning 
training in May this year and were to be seen diligently 

preparing for what is a “favourite” day for many pupils, past 
and present. Our individual runners acquitted themselves 

extremely well in Division 1, with many taking places on the 
podium. Our relay teams enjoyed one of our best ever 

campaigns by claiming both titles in the girls’ events, while our 
senior boys left very little silverware for the competition by 

claiming our third cup of the day. Meatloaf declared that “two 
outta three ain’t bad” but three outta four’s even better!

 Buíochas le gach duine a chabhraigh, most especially all who 
got up early to drive, coach or run!  

Gaelic Games / Cluichí Gaelach

Sciath na Scol is the competition that keeps on giving 
as far as Scoil Bhailenóra is concerned! Our teams 

reached three finals this year, in football, camogie and 
hurling, with the latter enjoying the winning feeling on 

final day. Sincere thanks to our very committed staff 
members who prepare our teams so well and who are 
enjoying a magnificent runs of success in recent years.

Our skills programme, run in conjunction with 
Ballinora GAA and in particular with David Larkin’s 
trusty band of volunteer parents and grand-parents, 
continues to be very successful in introducing our 
younger pupils to hurling, while a most enjoyable 
football blitz was held in June for Ranganna 1 & 2.

Ár mbuíochas le gach éinne, idir thuistí, oidí agus CLG 
Bhailenóra. 

Chess / Fichille
“Check mate” was to be heard hundreds of times during the school 

year as the popularlity of chess continued in the school. Eighty 
contestants from ranganna 3-6 battled it out to become respective 

class champions and then squared off in semi-finals which 
eventually saw Cian Nagle reclaim the title he last won in 2013. Our 

class champions also represented the school at the Primary Chess 
Championship and claimed a creditable fourth place.  Chess is a 

wonderful game and all pupils are encouraged to play.  
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Our Trad Band / 
Banna Ceoil na Scoile Cór-Fhéile na Scol 

In recent years, the Ballinora branch of the Pioneer movement has seen a resurgence of 
children willing to make the traditional “pledge” to abstain from alcohol and other 

harmful substances  until reaching at least an older age. The upsurge in interest continued 
this year when twenty additional pupils committed to abstaining. We wish them well and 
offer thanks to the local volunteers who introduce the pupils to the Pioneer movement.

Simply known as the “Trad Band” within the school, Ms. 
Cullen’s group of musicians performed with great 

distinction at Feis Maitiú and at a number of school events 
throughout the year. Numbering over forty and drawn 

from ranganna 3-6, these ceoltóirí bring fiddles, bodhráns, 
concertina’s, tin-whistles and guitars together to make 

music that is quite simply, a joy to experience. 

Parents and grand-parents of current pupils will remember 

treading the boards of Cork City Hall to “do their thing” at 

Cór-Fhéile na Scol. Creid nó ná chreid, this wonderful Cork 

Institution is still going strong and this year, rang a h-aon 

represented Scoil Bhailenóra with an action packed

 musical selection. Bhíodar thar bárr. Bravo!

Richmond AFC U-12 team, who pulled 
off a historic league and cup “double” 

of late! David Lehane,  Ivan Quirke and 
James Connolly underlined the 

standard of the team with selection on 
the Cork Schoolboys’ side! 

Stephen O’Mahony, 
who showcased his 
Coder Dojo Coolest 

Project  at the RDS in 
the company of  groups 
from all over  Europe.  

Cómhgháirdeas le… Shane Kingston 
and Maeve 

Murphy, who 
were called to 
fight for the 

rebel cause on the 
county’s Primary 

Game hurling 
and camogie 
teams. The 

Ballinora “supply 
lines” are healthy!

Michael Crosbie and 
past-pupil Harry 

Twomey, who were 
selected to 

represent Ireland  at 
the European Sailing 

Championships in 
Italy this summer, in 
the Optimist Dinghy 
Class.  Michael and 
Harry are the only 

Cork representatives 
on the five-man team. 

Laoise Murphy and 
past-pupil Claudia 

Kavanagh, who flew 
the gymnastics flag 

for Ireland at the 
International Acro 
Cup in Portugal. 

Laoise and Claudia 
saw off stiff 

international 
competition with 

a hugely creditable 
performance.

Pioneers / Na Réadóirí
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The end of the school year is insight and 
summer is upon us. The last PA 

meeting was held after the June weekend 
and another good year was recorded in the 
minutes. Since our last note at Christmas 
our PA volunteers have been very busy, 

most notably with our “Come Dine With 
Us” event shared with Ballinora Juvenile 
GAA. This was a fantastic community 

night where we ate our fill and danced the 
night away, while we raised some valuable 
funds for both groups. Huge thanks to all 
who attended ,sponsored and helped in 

any way. Elsewhere, the large 
Confirmation and Communion groups 

were blessed with good weather and both 

“Bloom” might best describe what happens 
in Marymount when Confirmation pupils 
put what they have learned about the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit to practical effect. This 
annual commitment to Marymount sees 

our pupils, some of their parents and their 
teachers roll up their sleeves and transform 
selected areas of the gardens into beautiful 

floral masterpieces! Additionally, pupils 
organise a cake-sale and donate a portion 
of their Confirmation money to fund the 

purchase of new plants and flowers. 

Scoil Bhailenóra On Tour / Anseo ‘s Ansiúd!

were treated to a wonderful 
reception afterwards,  prepared and served 
by our generous parents. As ever all events 
depend on the good will of our volunteers 
.  It is all greatly appreciated and without 
a doubt “many hands make light work”. 
Our Parents’ Association has had a busy 

and successful year with good attendance 
at most meetings. We will resume again in 
Septemberwith our AGM where we would 

welcome any new parents or those who 
may now have a bit more time to spare. 

Enjoy the summer break!

Paula Twohig
(Chairperson)

Marymount Boston Scientific 
Staff at the Boston Scientific plant welcomed Rang 4 to 
their state of the art facility on the Model Farm Road 

recently. We learnt about the origins of the company and 
the products made in Cork that are used all over the world 

by doctors and patients. 

Parents’ Assoc. Update / Scéalta ó Chumann na dTuistí 

A new departure for our school saw pupils 
experience the world of business by 

successfully setting up a mini-company.  The 
journey involved dreaming up and 
developing a product, manufacture, 

advertising and show-casing, leading to 
all-important sales and ultimately, a 

wonderful healthy profit! Along the way, 
important skills were developed, lessons were 
learned and pupils with a hitherto unknown 
flair for business emerged. Buíochas le gach 
duine a thug an-chabhair agus tacaíocht don 

tionscnamh.

Ranganna 4-6 visited 
historic Collins’ Barracks.

Junior Entrepreneur Project


