
SCEALTA SCOILE
Meitheamh 2018

Rang a ceathair produced a marvellous exhibit for the 
RDS Primary Science Fair detailing how parachutes 
work.

Our Junior Entrepreneurs and Ms. O’ Regan  achieved national recognition at the JEP Showcase at the RDS of late. These 
budding young business gurus took the “Financial Wizards” gong following huge sales of their “For the Love of GAA” 
publication. Participation in the programme saw the class learn a huge amount about the world of business and about 
turning a profit! Cómhgháirdeas le Rang a cúig, le Ms. O’ Regan agus le gach duine a chabhraigh!

It’s The

 Awards Season!!!

2018

Primary Science Fair

Junior Entrepreneur Programme

Continued on Page 2...

Scoil Bhailenóra, 
Waterfall, Cork. 

Tel: 021-4871664     
E-Mail: eolas@ballinorans.ie 

Twitter: @SBNORA

Keep up to date with all the latest news and information on our school website: Ballinorans.ie or scan the QR code using a smart phone.

We regularly post photos and videos of the goings on in Ballinora NS on our Twitter feed. Why not follow us and retweet!

Rang a sé were invited  to the magnificent surroundings of Dublin 

Castle to receive an Irish Aid Award for their work in highlighting the 

Global Sustainable Development Goals, with a particular emphasis on 

the “Life Below Water” area.  The class produced marvellous 

educational material which impacted locally and further afield to great 

effect and were worthy winners of the award, presented by Minister 

Ciarán Cannon TD. Cómhgháirdeas le Rang a sé agus le Ms. Cahill agus 

le gach duine a chabhraigh!

Irish Aid Awards
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Tá ár rás nach mór rite againn don scoil bhliain 2017-2018 agus 
is cúis áthais dúinn an t-eagrán seo de “Scéalta Scoile” a chur 
chun seoil / The school year is about to draw to a close and we 
are delighted to publish this edition of “Scéalta Scoile”. 

This newsletter offers just a flavour of the wonderful 
happenings in the school in the past year. We hope that it 
reflects the imagination, creativity and effort of all idir óg agus 
aosta who work in this place.

Every class can be proud of a year which saw huge progress 
on many fronts. The contribution of our departing rang a sé 
students over eight years, ensures that this group will be fondly 
remembered. We look forward to learning of your progress in 
years to come. Gura fada buan sibh.

Sadly, we lost two parents during the course of the year. We 
remember Máire Comerford and Mikolaj Wilk and ask God 
to comfort and to sustain their families. Solas na bhFlaitheas 
orthu. 

I salute the endeavour of all our pupils and commend your 
achievements. Similarly, I thank our marvellous staff who are 
responsible for so many good things in our school, our 
parents, your Association, our Board of Management, 
neighbours, friends and clergy who all contributed to the 
success of Scoil Bhailenóra in 2017-2018. Is mór dúinn bhúr 
dtacaíocht / We greatly appreciate your support. 

We wish all a sunny and enjoyable summer holidays. Tá na 
laethanta saoire tagtha. Away linn!

     Mícheál 

We enjoyed a ‘Scríobh Leabhar’ awards ceremony in 
Fitzgerald’s Park where we were treated to music from 

‘Seo Linn’

Rang 4 agus 5

We secured 4th place with our entry: 
“Ballinora: the past in our present.”

Discover Cork: 
Schools’ Heritage Project

Past-pupil Sophie 
Crosbie won 

the 2016 Topper 
Sailing World 

Championships 
in Belfast! Word 

of Sophie’s 
sensational 

achievement only 
reached her alma 

mater this year 
but couldn’t go 
unmentioned. 
Bravo Sophie!

Sophie Crosbie

Cómhghairdeas le Neil 
Lordan who became a 
Cork minor footballer 
earlier this year. Maith 
thú Neil!

Recent Rebel

Súil Siar

Young Scientist
Who will forget the excitement of 
Simon Meehan’s BT Young Scien-
tist win in January! As word of his 

achievement spread, the reaction in 
the school and local community was 
one of unbridled joy and immense 
pride at the monumental achieve-

ment of “one of our own”. Simon has 
rightly been lauded for his 

sensational coup, no more so than 
here in Ballinora NS where he is 

remembered with great fondness. 
We have no doubt that greatness 

awaits this young man possessed of 
such ability and lovely humility who 
made us all so proud. Go forth and 

conquer Simon! Rinne tú gaisce!
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Sincere thanks to our Parents’ Association and to all who helped with a very busy agenda this year! The school benefitted from 
extensive help and  support from the PA. Lé chéile is fearr sinn!  Highlights this term included ice-cream cones for everyone last 
week, a book-swap, the magnificent post-Communion and Confirmation receptions, bag-packing and no-uniform fundraisers. 
Busy busy! Go maire sé i bhfad. We look forward to using new science, maths and PE equipment which some of the funds raised 
have already paid for!

Cumann na dTuistí / Parents’ Association

Rang 4 agus 5 teacher, Caroline O’ Hara brought her 
two year term on Leeside to a close this week. 
A self-proclaimed “true-blue Dub” upon her 
arrival, Caroline soon embraced the superior 
Southern ways and thus made a marvellous 

contribution to our school. She leaves, having 
endeared herself to all and is determined to cultivate 

her blossoming Cork accent. 
“Dowtcha Caroline, girl!” 

Slán agus beannacht, 
Ms. O’ Hara!

All in the school 
congratulate Fr. Declan 

Mansfield who celebrated 
40 years of priestly 
ministry recently. 

Fr. Declan supports Scoil 
Bhailenóra in a myriad of 

ways and is a valued friend 
of the school. Guímís rath 
Dé ort Déaglán agus gura 

fada buan tú!

Cómhgháirdeas Fr. Declan!

Ballinora Community Assoc., who provided beautiful flower boxes for 
the front of the school and who also organised the magnificent wall 

mural at the rear. Buíochas le Peter (the painter!), Neil (the artist!) and 
Pat (the boss!) ach go h-áirithe!

Míle buíochas le...

Ms. Nyhan and James, 
who tied the knot of late!

Ms. Hourihan and Kevin, 
who will do likewise, next week!

Mr. Hegarty and Aoife, 
who will follow suit in August!

Sharon Crowley, who said “yes” to 
Bryan!

Is there something in the air in Ballinora NS??!!

We also Congratulate Ms. O’ Mahony and Dave, who 
welcomed Baby Úna !  

Cómhgháirdeas le…
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Judi Downey visited our infant classes and spoke about her 

job as a veterinary nurse and dog groomer. She also brought 

Elliot, who was a big hit!

Cuarteoirí A Bhuail 
Isteach Chughainn…

Martin Falvey  and “Larry” gave us 

a fabulous insight into the 

difference that guide dogs can 

make to people’s lives. 

Wuff,Wuff!

Our classes travelled to all corners for their ever-popular “school tours”, while our

 infant classes enjoyed a marvellous sports day and even had a disco with a dj!

Anseo ‘is Ansiúd!
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The Green Schools Committee have 
been working very hard this term. 
We are well on our way to being 
awarded our Biodiversity flag next 
year. Some of the exciting events we 
were involved in include:

Local bee keeper Dan Galvin came 
to visit and he taught us all so much 

about bees and beekeeping. It was 
so interesting to learn about how 
bees make honey, their habitat, 
and so much more.

The Green Schools Committee 
also went to see a local bug hotel 
which was constructed with the 
help of  Ballinora Scout group. 
Ms. Fitzgerald was there to 

explain to us how it was built and 
we got to investigate all the different 
species of insects and animals living 
in it.

We had a meeting with the local Tidy 
Towns committee and we discussed 
our plans for the next year and how 

we can collaborate on many
 important activities such as a “local 
area tidy up” and getting started with 
our school garden.

Finally, we got to learn all about 
composting and how compost bins 
work. Pat showed us the school 
compost bin and we discussed which 
foods are to be put in to it, and what 
the finished compost can be used for.

We are really excited about 
getting back to work in September, 
and we hope that next year will be as 
busy and interesting as this year!

Green Schools / Scoileanna Ghlasa

Senior infants stopped off to 

investigate dandelions on their 

“Great Plant Hunt!”

Blooming Brilliant! Cycle Safety

We collaborated with Cork 

Sports Partnership to 

provide Cycle Safety 

Lessons for Rang 5 pupils 

again this year.
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We enjoyed another great year of Gaelic games. Ballinora clubs 
and school continue to collaborate to great effect, with huge 
participation evident and skill levels improving all the time. 
The second staging of the Tony O’ Mahony Hurling Blitz was 
undoubtedly the highlight of the year with two memorable days 
of fun hurling enjoyed by all. 

Our Sciath na Scol teams also performed with great distinction. 
While our boys exited the competition at the semi-final stage, 
our gcailíní made their own little bit of history by being the first 

school to play in the new Páirc Uí Chaoimh! Ach faraor, 
heartbreak was our lot with a last-minute Castleyons goal 
proving our undoing. Ní fada uainn an chomórtas peile áfach 
agus beimíd réidh chun troda arís! 

Pictured above... Rang 3 Hurlers at Ballincollig GAA  - Schools 
Blitz + Sciath na Scol hurling and camogie teams

Cluichí Gaelach  

We enjoyed a  sun-splashed Sports Night in May, where great fun was had by all!

A group of 50 pupils, 

parents and staff 

travelled to support 

our own Alan 

Bennett and Cork 

City FC at Turner’s 

Cross. Bhuadar 

i gcoinne Dundalk!

Come on 
“City”!

Oíche Spóirt
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Our teams did us proud at the regional rounds this year 
and came agonisingly close to progressing to the Cork 
finals. 

Bhí an-lá againn ag na lúthchleasa!

Primary Sports / Lúthchleasaíocht

FAI Soccer

Alan Bennett returned to his roots after Cork City’s magnificent 
“double”, laden with silverware! Toghafir, Alan!

Home is our Hero!
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Our school was represented by four teams at the 
annual quiz hosted by Ballincollig Credit Union in 

January. All enjoyed their morning at the Oriel Hotel.

Tráth na gCeist!

A marvellous workshop delivered by Catherine 

Frost and Alex Petcu-Colan in January showcased 

the endless possibilities of percussion instruments.

Rang 4 teamed up with Poppulo engineers Dave and Aileen, for 10 “Engineering In A Box” lessons. 
This hugely successful  collaboration saw our pupils learn a great deal about the world of engineering. 

Míle buíochas to our sponsors, Poppulo, for their generous sponsorship and for welcoming us to 
their facility at the Airport Business Park .

Engineering In A Box

Banna Ceoil na Scoile and our Action Verse Group 
did us proud at Feis Maitiú again this year! 

Rinneadar éacht!

Now in its third year, the ORTÚS Chamber Music Festival 
seeks to highlight the musical ability and innovation of young 

Irish musicians and composers. We were privileged to welcome 
members, Sinéad O’ Halloran, Ellen Jansson and Brendan Garde 

in February.

ORTUS GroupPercussion Workshop

Hup!
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We enjoyed another great term and discovered lots about 
science, including how to make slime! Another highlight 
was our roller-coaster construction! 

Science Club / An Club Eolaíochta

Rang a trí completed a great project which saw them release beautiful 
butterflies !

Chess continues to attract huge numbers in 

the school and this year entrants in our Craobh 

Fichille enjoyed the new league format, ensuring 

increased numbers of games for all. Our teams 

and representatives also fared extremely well in 

external competitions. Is iontach an dul chun 

cinn atá déanta.

Chess / Fichille

An Engineers Week activity saw six finalists learn much about the most 
effective design of paper airplanes!

Réidh chun eitilt…

Fly , Fly Away!! 



Sceálta Scoile - Meitheamh 2018

10

Oisin O’ Sullivan, our Rang 5 champion, 

competed in the Easons Spelling Bee competition.

How do you spell...??

We maintained the ancient Irish 

tradition of making a 

“Cros Bhríde” on St. Brigid’s Day.

Lá ‘le Bríde

Ranganna 1 

produced a 

barnstorming 

performance 

at City Hall 

and made us all 

proud!

Cór Fhéile na Scol
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All good things must come to an end and this year we bid 

farewell to our marvellous rang a sé. This group of very fine 

pupils leave a legacy that is truly impressive. Enthusiastic, 

energetic, committed and talented, this crew blazed a trail 

through the school for eight years, which made it a better place. 

All can point to curricular and other achievements including 

their Irish Aid award and sterling work at Marymount, among 

many other successes which are to their great 

credit. Gura fada buan sibh, a cháirde agus 

go dtuga Dia neart agus sláinte daoibh sna 

blianta atá romhaibh!     

Slán le Rang 6

Seo chughainn ár ndaltaí nua! We 
welcomed our incoming junior infants 
and their parents for a “taster” in May!

Junior Infants 2018

Rang a dó celebrated First Communion Mass in lovely sunshine and did us 
all proud on the day. Meanwhile, rang a sé had a “Spirit Filled Day” on May 

22nd in the presence of family and guests. Guímíd rath Dé ar an dá rang. 

Commaoineach & Cómhneartú

Rang a sé Ceremony of Light
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This year’s three collections shaved a cool €3k 

off our debt, at no financial cost to anyone! 

A huge “mile buíochas” to all who support!

Cash for Clobber

The school community came out in great 

numbers to support the Karen Fenton 

Foundation in April.

Karen Fenton 5k

Sneachta, sneachta ar fud na tíre!

Storm Emma and the “Beast From The East” sent volumes of snow not seen in Ballinora for many a year!

Bhí “Seó Faisean” ag Rang 4/5 agus ba 

álainn an “couture” a bhí le feiscint!

Paisean Faisean

Red FM broadcast their 

“Small Talk” segment 

with material from 

Ballinora and it made 

for great listening!

Ballinora Broadcasts!


